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Category: Do-it-yourselfChanges in erythrocyte rheologic properties in healthy elderly women. The influence of the
menopause and aging on the erythrocyte (E) morphology and erythrocyte rheology were investigated. E were prepared
from the peripheral blood of five women, each ranging from 50 to 59 yr of age and of five postmenopausal women, each
ranging from 52 to 61 yr. Morphologic characteristics of E were assessed using electron microscopy, and rheologic
properties were assessed using the Coulter model R-3000. The morphology of erythrocytes from women of 50 to 59 yr
revealed neither spicules nor alterations, but E from postmenopausal women showed spicules, with large and medium
types in ratio 3:1. E from premenopausal women displayed a greater deformability (lower viscosity index) than
postmenopausal women. In addition, in premenopausal women, the presence of spicules was associated with a greater
deformability (lower viscosity index), as was evidenced in E from women of 50 to 59 yr.While the country’s largest
political party is gearing up for the Lok Sabha polls, its head, Amit Shah, has hardly been out of the headlines recently.
Shah is accused of anti-Muslim violence in Gujarat, which was supposed to be kept off the electoral agenda. Among the
many controversies to have surfaced around the PM’s security chief and his alleged complicity in the post-Godhra riots —
when a Hindu mob burnt down a train that carried Muslims — is that he was missing during the communal riots in Delhi
in 1984, when the anti-Sikh riots ensued. What has left the Prime Minister quite unsettled are the leaks in the media of
the audio-visual tapes which allegedly showed Shah and BJP leaders with Rahul Gandhi — when he was the Congress
president and UPA Chairperson — as the communal riots in Gujarat broke out in 2002. In the last few days, the
Congress, being the architect of the current coalition, has been trying to stitch up differences between the BJP and the
Modi government. Having had an uneasy relationship with the Modi government on some of the key issues, the Congress
is now trying to cash in on the “crony capitalism” charges levelled by the BJP against the PM and Shah. One of the
Congress leaders handling the constituency is Abhishek Manu Singh
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